




















































































































































































































































































































































































































“…she has now lost forever that innocence of a very 
young child that had no idea she is considered “facially 
different” or “handicapped.” We always knew it had to 
happen, but certainly it carries such pain for all of us.”

Those of us blessed with being born without a facial 
difference cannot begin to comprehend the daily pain 
suffered by the craniofacially different, and as the excerpt 
above so poignantly underlines, that pain extends to the 
families as well. So devastating is the pain that until recently, 
most people with facial disorders lived shuttered lives, 
deprived of any human contact save family members.

But now, thanks to FACES: The National Craniofacial 
Association, those with severe facial differences and people 
whose faces have been destroyed by disease or trauma 
have a chance at normal lives. FACES provides access to 
the highly specialized surgeries that build not only faces, 
but futures.  

A Brief History…
FACES: The National Craniofacial Association began in 1969 
as the Debbie Fox Foundation. Debbie, a young girl from 
the Chattanooga, Tennessee area, was born with a gaping 
hole where her face should have been. At the time, Dr. 
Milton Edgerton, who practiced at Baltimore’s Johns Hopkins 
Medical Center, agreed to try to build a face for Debbie, and 
the foundation was established to help pay for her travel 



expenses.Ultimately Debbie underwent 58 surgeries before 
her 22nd birthday. National publicity about her struggle and 
recognition of Dr. Edgerton’s unique talents brought requests 
for help from parents with children in similar situations. 
With a $5,000 grant from The Hearst Foundation and other 
donations from the Chattanooga area, the Foundation 
began to help other children travel to Baltimore and new 
craniofacial centers as they were established.

In 1985, the Board of Directors changed the name of 
the organization to The National Association for the 
Craniofacially Handicapped, to reflect its expanding services 
and national client base. The nickname “FACES” was 
adopted at the same time. Shortly thereafter, a national 
development program was launched with appeals to 
various foundations and corporations. Grants from several 
foundations enabled FACES to hire a full-time executive 
director and secretary, begin a major publicity drive, publish 
a quarterly newsletter, develop a national support network, 
and most importantly…accept new clients. In April of 
1997, FACES became FACES: The National Craniofacial 
Association. 

Today FACES is a vital link in the craniofacially different 
community. Forty years ago, a child born with a severe 
craniofacial difference was destined to be not only disfigured 
forever, but was also assumed to be totally mentally 
incapacitated. Most of these children were institutionalized 
for life. Today, a child born with hemifacial microsomia, 
nasal encephalocele, Apert, Crouzon, or Treacher-Collins 
syndromes, or any number of specific birth defects is 
diagnosed within weeks. Physicians now know that having 
a craniofacial difference rarely results in any type of brain 
damage. They also know that corrective surgery can, in 
many cases, begin as early as three months, thus one of the 
first calls made by the parents of many of these children is 
to FACES.



“...it is so wonderful to see my son come out of his 
shell and hear him talk and laugh with other people. You 
are responsible for so much of this. He has even won 
“Outstanding Student” of his class. Without you, we 
couldn’t have gotten to the doctor for his care.”

Since 1969, FACES has provided financial assistance to 
clients all over the country, some of whom have endured 
over 100 surgeries in the quest for a new face. Every year 
FACES responds to thousands of requests for support and 
information concerning craniofacial differences. FACES is 
proud of what has been accomplished and is optimistic about 
our future. The struggles have been great, but the rewards 
have been infinitely greater. The examples of courage we 
see every day inspire us and serve as constant reminders 
of the courage of our first heroes, Debbie Fox and her 
skilled physicians.

FACES: The National Craniofacial Association
P.O. Box 11082

Chattanooga, TN 37401
(800) 332-2373

www.faces-cranio.org



FACES CAMP 
A Camp for Kids with Facial Differences

Faces Camp is a traditional overnight summer camp in North 
Georgia for boys and girls with craniofacial differences ages 
6-16, featuring Bring a Buddy to Camp, where siblings or 
BFF’s can experience camp together. It is a camp designed 
for children with any type of craniofacial difference whether 
it’s from birth, disease, or accident. The purpose of the camp 
is to help children with medical needs foster independence 
by engaging socially with other children experiencing similar 
medical issues.    

FACES Camp director, Ashley Rhodes, was born with 
Crouzon Syndrome, and is extremely involved in hands-
on leadership and supervision of all aspects of the FACES 
Camp. She is excited to bring the camp experience to chil-
dren with differences. Ashley says, “It’s important for kids to 
know that they can do almost anything they set their mind to, 
regardless of their facial difference.”

For more information or to help send a kid to camp
 go to www.FACEScamp.org or call 800-332-2373



Creating a world where everyone is treated fairly 
whatever their face looks like.

What is Face Equality International? 
Face Equality International is a unique and growing alliance 
of charities and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 
across the world which want to see the campaign for face 
equality become a global movement.

People with craniofacial differences live in a world many 
of us wouldn’t recognize – they face judgment and 
discrimination based on their appearance, often from people 
who otherwise believe they have moved past this kind of 
prejudice. It’s vital that we work together globally to fight 
this bias, which is sadly present in every nation and every 
culture. Let us act together to bring facial equality into the 
discussion about how humanity will end discrimination.

FACES is proud to be a founding member of Face Equality 
International.

www.faceequalityinternational.org


